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No one knows for certain just

how many times someone looks at
the sky, sees an object that is un-
identified and never reports it.
Some estimates put the number of
such sightings as well over 900 in
the United States every year. The
reports vary from lights in the sky
to oddly-shaped aircraft. A good
portion of the yearly sightings
even include humanoids allegedly
ascending and descending from
their inter-stellar vehicles in high-
ly remote areas.
Reports from individuals, police
and the military notwithstanding,
are forcing more and more scien-
tists to admit that extraterrestrial
life forms, in alien crafts, are
penetrating our air space.

Some time back a question-
naire was circulated among 2,611
astronomers. They were asked,
point blank, whether they believ-
ed the subject of unidentified
flying objects ‘‘deserved serious
scientific study.’’

The questionnaire, prepared by
Dr. Peter A. Sturrock, professor of
space science and astrophysics at
Stanford University got some re-
markable results.

Of the 1,356 responses, 23 per
cent said ‘‘certainly’’ UFOs merit
such study. Another 30 per cent
said ‘‘probably’’ they do, 27 per
cent said ‘‘possibly’’ and the rest
said probably not or certainly not.
What's more, 2.5 per cent re-
quested that their identities re-
main anonymous.

Recently, a similiar question-
naire, prepared by an independ-
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ent fact-finding organization was
sent to over 3,500 astronomers
and scientists throughout the
United States. Of the 93 per cent
who answered the query, a start-
ling 9.1 per cent stated emphati-
cally that UFOs not only exist and
are prevalent in our skies today,
but that within the next decade,
actual contact between leaders of
this planet and theirs will have
been established.

And although the U.S. Air
Force officially . left the UFO
business on Decembe: 17, 1969
with the abandonment of Project
Bluebook, many incidents since
have convinced many Pentagon
Military officials that UFOs are a
reality.

Blue Book had it in its day (it
began in 1948 and covered over
12,600 reported sightings) put off
UFO reports as weather balloons,
satellites, planets or meteorologi-
cal phenomena such as lightning
and fireballs. Howver, some 701
cases still remain unexplained and
a total mystery.

CORRECTION:

We goofed in issue number 9,
page 8. The photograph is that of
Leonard Stringfield, author of
“‘Situation Red: The UFO Seige."’

We regret the mistake. Al-
though we try to avoid these errors
they sometimes happen no matter
how careful a publication is.

Yet, despite their supposed lack
of interest in the subject, various
air basses and commercial air
terminals keep confirming un-

identified ‘‘contacts’’ that con-
stantly crop up on radar screens
everywhere. The same confirma-
tions come from NASA bases as
well as Army, Navy, Coast Guard
and Marine Corps installations.

In the words of a Pentagon
spokesman, ‘‘The decision to
terminate the study is due mainly
to the fact that no UFO that has
been reported, investigated and
evaluated by the Air Force has
ever given any indication of a
threat to our national security.”’

The Air Force spokesman ad-
ded that UFO sightings represent-
ed not technological development
or principle beyond the range of
present-day scientific knowledge
and that there has been no
evidence to indicate that sightings
characterized as unidentified are
extraterrestrial in nature.

Worth mentioning here are the
words of Dr. J. Allyn Hynek,
professor of astronomy and form-
er consultant for the Air Force's
Project Bluebook*‘There is a sense
in which each age is ripe for break-
throughs, for changes that were
not only impossible but even
frightening when imagined in an
earlier age. The UFO phenome-
non may well be one such chall-
enging area of interest even
though it is seemingly out of place
in our present world picture—as
incredible to us as television
would have been to Plato.”’ O

Harry Belil
Editor/Publisher
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Reader Feedback

Dear Editor:

If possible, I would appreciate
knowing how to contact Ramona
Cortez, who wrote an article on
Col. Faucett in your April 1980
issue.

I am interested in Brazil and the |

Theosophical Society, who believe
that the earth is hollow.

Sincerely,

LaBron Bynum

415 N. Thornton Avenue

Dalton, GA 30720

—Editors Note:

Your letter will be forwarded to
author Cortez who will be in touch
with you.

Dear Editor:

Your article on NASA and UFO
by Robert A. Goerman appearing
in the current issue of your
magazine is interesting to me
mainly from Mr. Goerman’s men-
tion of ‘‘Old New Moon’’ and
‘“‘Blue Paper’’ as the -current
identification of the continued
project of UFO investigation. I
first learned of these titles several
years ago as a result of a
statement made by a British
ex-biologist while he was attend-
ing the International Astronomers
Conference in Rumania several
years ago. My understanding, the
man was attending as an observer
to the UFO session at that
conference, and made mention of
the aforestated titles.

I was intrigued by what ap-
peared to be such a childish
attempt to recycle the demise of
the subject at the near time of the
issuing of the Condon Report. I
haye been in the subject of UFO
since 1947, so I could hardly be
termed a ‘‘Johnny-Come-Lately
to the Scene’’ and the titles were
most amusing.

The attached break-down of the
title, ‘‘Old New Moon’’, is purely
my interpretation and should be
viewed as such for what it may be
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worth. We live in a world of not
only double digit inflation but
apparently double face confusion.

At the issue of the Condon
Report, Blue Book could no longer
make the rent so moved to the
basement apartment and called it
‘““‘Blue Paper’’. Incidently, what
has happened to Quintenella? At
the time he headed Blue Book he
was highly cranked up on religion,
and he has since the close of that
project, been conspicuous by his
absence. Did he join a monastry or
maybe become cannonized as St.
Quintenella?

I would appreciate your for-
warding this letter and code
breakdown to Mr. Goerman. I am
certain he would be as interested
as was Mr. Spaulding of G.S.W.
at the recent symposium on UFO
held in Burlingame, Calif.

Sincerely,

G.L. Bernier

UFO/INFO Liaison/Expedite
P.O. Box 654

Searttle, Wash. 98111

Dear Editor:

I thought I would write and tell
you about an experience I had in
1968. It began when I started to
write about new age ideas and
philosophies concerning children
and growing up together and
finding a new understanding for
mankind. Well, I kept writing and
I had a few items published, not
many, and I was also involved in a
quest to put my ideas into
practice. I had ideas for a motion
picture to show these ideas but
I found myself blocked every-
where by a mysterious force.
Suddenly I became aware that I
was being observed. People would
come and ask me silly questions in
the street at ridiculous times.
Once I sent an article in and as I
posted it, a man came up to me
and asked me how much I put on
the letter. He seemed to be

keeping a record of every little
effort I was making, or rather I
should say ‘‘they’’ seemed to be.
They were all dressed about the
same, and believe it or not ‘trilby’
identical hat, they were about
30 years behind the times in their
dress. I always knew when I was
going to be approached by one of
these people because I could spot
them a mile off, they stood out in
the crowd. Finally after a few
months I began seeing one at the
station (Victoria in London). He
always left the platform before the
train departed but never boarded
the train. Always the same man
there everytime I went into town. I
was then living in South London.
Then one day as he left the
platform another man, dressed
the same but with a bigger build
came and sat down beside me. He
asked me if the train was going to
my station and I said yes, then he
said ‘Oh good, only I have to rely
on the British rail and under-
ground while I’'m here’. He smiled
at me but did not remove his trilby
hat. We talked about everyday
things.

I wanted to know what was
going on but could not ask... I was
not terrified...perhaps I should
have been. Anyway I could not
think of what to say...words could
not be spoken and when my
station came he did not get out, he
waved at me. When I got off the
train I could not understand why
he should have asked if the train
went to my station, for he asked
for it by name... and yet he did not
get off there... how then did he
know, if he knew, if I was getting
off there?

Then, one day, a child came up
to me in the street and asked me
and I quote ‘‘Can _you spare your
life’’... a complete stranger, for I
had never seen the child before
and I never saw him again... then
a month later I was travelling on a
bus ' which investigation proved




‘never existed’ or at least was
denied... and the bus was termin-
ated early in the jourmey. This
took place near Jodrell Bank in
Cheshire. I had to take a taxi and
the taxi went very slow. I com-
plained at this to the driver as it
was late at night and I had gone to
visit my mother. I wanted to get
home fast... Then I saw it... my
one and only UFO sighting which
was to be the last unusual
experience and what a finale it
was too. A large glowing light that
at first could be mistaken for a
star, yet it hovered low over flat
countryside and glowed brightly. I
watched it and it moved up at an
angle of about 60 degrees and as I
watched it speed up into the
universe it went in a kind of spiral
fashion taking me with it as it
moved. It went into the universe
way beyond the earth and I did not
see it again.

As chairman of London’s UFO
Network I now lead an ordinary
life but I shall never forget those
years and the traumatic exper-
iences I had then.

Sincerely,

Richard Lawrence
Chairman/UFO Network
2 St Ivian Crt

London N10

Dear Editor:

Your magazine is one to be
appreciated by the no-nonsense
UFO enthusiast who tires of
rehash and seeks new up to date
news. Thanks and keep up the
good work. I am a girl of 20, living
with my family and have had
extreme interest in the UFO
phenomenon since 1978, when
most of the strangeness started to
occur.

A few years before that, I
remember some odd things hap-
pening. For instance, I was sitting
in the living room watching TV on
a clear summer night when the
window facing the backyard sud-

denly lit up with brilliant white
light for a split second like when
lightning strikes very near, only
minus the noise and weather
conditions. My little brother was
urging me to come outside. My
mother witnessed a point of light
similar to a star or a satellite. And
it was making the weirdest ma-
neauvers directly overhead.

Early one morning in ‘78, a
good friend of mine was awakened
for work by the sound of her alarm
radio. The first thing she heard on
the radio was talk about a woman
in a certain area of town who had
seen a glowing cigar shape in the
sky. A very short while after that
my younger brother and I had
witnessed a V-shaped formation
of many glowing lights travel
swiftly across the clear starry sky
right over our house. We both ran
in the house but I came outside
again, pulled up a lawn chair, and
waited to see if they would come
back. I was to see the V-formation
again a couple of more times that
night, flying over our yard, fol-
lowed by two dim, blobby, white-
grey, glowing round objects flying
closely side by side, very fast and
noiselessly.

I called my girlfriend, excitedly
telling her that flying saucers
were buzzing around our house.
The second night we didn’t see
much but the third night when my
friend and I were sky-watching in
the yard I suddenly saw a dim
round object fly by. When it got
directly above us both, it disap-
peared right before our eyes.
Then two seconds later two of
them reappeared directly above
us ‘and took off over the neigh-
bors’ house, where they swiftly
turned off to the left to disappear
into the clear night sky.

My friend lives no more than a
mile from me, and across the
street from a big, empty football-
baseball field used by the high
school. After the fantastic sight-

BY THE READERS

ings of UFOs at my house, we
both decided to sky watch often at
night at the field by her house,
and within the span of a few
months we saw some fantastic
things.

A few times we saw brilliant
balls of light much bigger than
plane lights or any other kind of
lights of conventional nature.
These lights would travel very low
and very slow across the sky being
totally noiseless as they went,
sometimes leaving a glowing trail
of zigzag-shaped light behind, or
changing from a brilliant blue to
white. They like to pop into
existence from nowhere before
your eyes and zap out again like a
light turning off. Even more
fantastic is that sometimes they
would appear at a certain point up
in the sky and descend slowly, as
if they were floating, straight
down to the ground. And before
they seemed to hit the ground,
they would ‘‘turn off’’.

But I think the most peculiar
sighting so far occurred when my
friend and I looked up and saw,
travelling swiftly and directly
above us, a formation of about
eight round, slightly orange glow-
ing objects in a straight line, not
single file but side by side.

I try to be skeptical and think of
mundane explanations before I
call something a true UFO but if
you would have seen these things
for yourself, I bet it would have
left you speechless. And I want to
stress here that most of these
phenomena, took place in the
spring and summer of 1978, just
in case you get the impression
that we see them every single
night.

Sincerely,

Simone Mendez

1106 28 Street
Rockford, Illinois 61108

Dear Editor:
In early October I purchased a

continued on page 66
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CAPE GIRARDEAU, MO.

Two witnesses verified the
sighting reported by a teenage
girl who maintains she was chased
by a small disc flying at treetop
level. The craft, they testified,
temporarily blinded her by flash-
ing a bright light down upon her
as she reached the door of her
home.

This recent encounter was the
153rd apparent sighting of UFOs
being studied by a Missouri
physics professor over the past six
years.

Director of a UFO group—
Project Identification— Dr. Hart-
ley Rutledge and other members
of his group have sighted various
kinds of colored lights and physi-
cal objects hovering or streaking
above parts of Missouri since
1973.

Thirty-four of the reported
sightings are being labeled ‘‘in-
credible’’ because the various
craft ‘‘exhibited physical or be-
havioral properties beyond known
human technology.’’

—GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA

UFO or optical illusion? .

- That’s the question plaguing
professors at Kearny State Uni-
versity’s physics department,
since several members of the Hall
County, Nebraska Sheriff’s De-
partment spotted two objects with
red and green lights, moving in
opposite directions, and then join-
ing together, doing aerial maneu-
vers that would make the U.S.
Navy’s ‘Blue Angels blush with
shame.

The stir began in Adams Coun-
ty late last month. Sheriff Jake
Thiel said his dispatcher received
a call from a resident who
reported multi-colored lights. Dis-
patcher Will Gigrich said he also
saw what he described as red,
blue and green lights. Other
witnesses said they thought they
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were looking at the stars, until
they changed color.

One woman reported, °‘‘After
looking through binoculars, I
could see the lights were green,
white and red and appeared about
the size of lightbulbs. They were
spinning but didn’t move very
much. I was sorry to see them
disappear. They were so beauti-
ful.”

—HOLLISTER, CALIFORNIA

‘‘An aerial craft larger than a
railroad car— and lighted!’’

That's the way a woman caller
identified a UFO to the police last
August 15.

She said she was driving her
pickup below the Laveaga Peak
area ‘‘and the craft was hovering
above the ridge,’’ she said. ‘‘It

- was huge, oval, and bright like a
flame."’

It definitely wasn’t an airplane,
she said. The woman affirmed,
‘‘We were staring at it and at first
someone said, ‘look, it’s a plane.’’

‘‘I said, ‘Hell, no, look at it. It’s
not a plane, and it isn’t a star.’
The size of it was huge, and it was
all lit up. Six saw it before it
disappeared behind the hills in
San Benito County’s northeastern
tier of the Diablo Range just after
sundown.

The caller, who said the aerial
craft was ‘‘not earthly, for sure,’’
said she was not afraid, mostly
curious.

“It doesn’t bother me. It was
something I wanted to know more
about,’’ she said.




—BOISE, IDAHO

Although calls to the Mountain
Home Air Force Base and Arnold
Aviation proved negative, the
UFO that hovered over Cougar
Mountain for 20 minutes last April
16 left a dozen residents tempo-
rarily paralyzed.

While driving east from Banks,
the Joe Lorenzo family saw a
200-t0-300 foot object high in the
sky. ‘‘Suddenly, the engine died,
Joe, 36, a construction contractor
said. His wife, Marie reiterated
her husband’s words, adding: ‘‘It
was as though the ignition was
shut off instantaneously, and the
car just made a dead stop in the
middle of the road.”’

Other vehicles, police reported,
also died while en route, and
remained motionless for ten min-
utes until the UFO was out of
sight.

All 12 calls to the Boise Police
Barracks identified the object as
diamond shaped with multi-col-
ored lights zig-zagging across the
night sky. And all who reported
the UFO said when it left, they
experienced arm and shoulder
pain, for approximately half-an-
hour. Some said their limbs felt
numb. ‘I didn't get feeling back
into my arms until we got home,"’
said Mrs. Lorenzo.

—WEST MILFORD, N.J.

The witnesses noted that the
two objects spotted over Lindy’s
Lake last July 31, were flying too
conspicuously slow to be airplanes
or helicopters. In fact, an airplane
flew by about 2,000 feet higher
than the UFOs while the couples
were observing them, and they
noted the contrast.

The residents, two married
couples who live down the street
from each other, described the
strange aerial vehicles in the same
terms: ‘‘four circular red lights,
flying equadistant from each other

in a diamond-shaped pattern, with
a fifth light behind and higher
than the others.

The sighting took place be-
tween Ringwood and Mahawah
about 8:30 p.m. ‘It was very
scary, the first time I’ve ever seen
anything like that,’”’ one of the
wives said. Her husband esti-
mated the objects flying at an
altitude of about 3,000-5,000 feet
over the mountains, ‘‘moving
very, very slowly.’’

However, the Lindy’s Lake
residents weren’t the only ones
sharing close encounters that
Sunday night. Also, at 8:30, West
Milford police switchboards were
lighting up with reports of similar
objects over Clinton Reservoir.

—CADILLAC, MICHIGAN

An unidentified object hovering
in the night sky was observed and
reported by law enforcement
agencies from four counties last
August 2. It was described as
having green and white lights.
said ambulance attendent Chip
Haight, ‘‘We’ve been looking at it
for about the past 10 minutes. We
went to look out the window and
we saw what everyone appeared
to be talking about.

Haight had been on duty at the
Wexford Sheriff’s Office, and said
the object had been spotted by
officers in Osceola, Benzie, Wex-
ford as well as Kalkaska.

—+0AK GROVE, MISSOURI

“It was oval-shaped, about the
size of a helicopter’s passenger
compartment. It had a mirror-like
finish with no wings and no
props.’’

That’s the object that buzzed
Route AA at 3:20 p.m. last August
12. All who spotted it specified
that it was definitely not an
airplane, helicopter or balloon.

Witnesses said as the object
crossed the highway and vanished

BY GARY PARSONS

inthe vicinity over the Haymarket
Shopping Center, they noticed a
‘‘domelike structure over the
wp 2 "

George Edwards of Grain Val-
ley, said it had a mirror-like finish
but could distinguish no lights.

—MARYVILLE, TENNESSEE

‘““The dog was barking some-
thing awful and woke us sometime
between 5:30 and 6 a.m.,”’ said
Mrs. Ronnie Garner of Nails
Creek Road. Mrs. Garner recalled
that her husband got up to see
what the dog was after. It was a
big, round light moving down the
ridge. ‘‘That’s when he yelled for
me to come and look.”’

Mr. and Mrs. Garner watched
the light — like a big floodlight or

continued on page 64
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Although they are keeping it quiet, and

enthusiasm is staged at a low key, Soviet

officials point with pride to what they’re
uncovered—boasting an awesome

knowledge to the world’s oldest question:

What lies beyond the stars?

SOVIET

SCIENTISTS
PROBE THE
UFO MYSTERY

Highly secret documents re-
cently smuggled out of the Soviet
Union reveal that Russian scien-
tists are much closer to solving the,
UFO enigma than they’re leading
the Western world to believe.

And yet, if you’d discuss it with
moét Red government officials,
chances are they’d tell you they
never even heard of the term
flying saucer.

Although ‘‘mums the word”’
throughout the Iron Curtain, and
reports, both pro and con, have
been kept at a minimum, one
senior Russian scientist related
that Soviet space stations for
years have been systematically
monitoring ‘‘all of the stars of the
galaxy.’’

And although the official word
from the Kremlin is that nothing
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has been heard from any civiliza-
tion that may exist in outer space,
classified accounts smuggled out
of the Iron Curtain hint that the
Russians have captured an extra-
terrestrial spaceship and are
keeping the remains of its occu-
pants embedded in ice for the
purpose of study.

Said Vsevolod Troitsky, who
wrote in the weekly Za Rubezhom,
‘““The activities of such (other
worldly) civilizations could not
have passed unnoticed, and if we
fail to discover them, this means
that there are no such civilizations
in existence.’’

Yet, following on the heels of
Troitsky’s official statement come
documented reports from highly
secret sources maintaining not
only that Russia has already

RICHARD SCHWARTZBERG

deciphered signals being sent to
Earth from other worlds, but that

- contact has actually been made.

Forty-one years ago, on Feb-
ruary 10, 1939, the crew of a small
fishing vessel anchored near a
glacier in the Arctic ice, reported
that a dark form was embedded in
a, huge iceberg. The captain
ordered his ship to heave-to, and
once alongside, his men worked
for several hours to release it from
its frozen prison and haul it
onboard.

It was something of a humanoid
shape and also well-preserved.
‘‘The head was large in proportion
to the rest of the body,’’ Captain
Igor Vlensky signaled his head-
quarters, who in tutn ordered the
find returned to port where local
authorities were waiting.

continued on next page




While the Soviets deny the existance of UFOs,
they are secretly gathering all the information
they can. This letter, sent to our office, requests
information on UFOs. It seems that the Soviets are
showing much interest in UFOs while at the
same time denying they exist.
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The Soviets are not alone in

their coverup of UFO information.
The United States has also shown
interest in UFOs while denying
their existance. The U.S. Air
Force has been experimenting
with flying discs for many years.
This photo is of an experimental
air craft which was being
developed by the Air Force.




This bright object was photo-
graphed by a Russian Army
officer as it flashed over
Sverdlouvsk in the Ural Mountains
to colide with an airliner.

Dr. M. Dimitriyev, a leading
Russian scientist claims that what
the officer photographed was not a
UFO but rather ‘‘bands of chemi-
luminescence, cold radiation.’’

Shipped to Moscow laboratories
for positive identification, the
discovery was mentioned in a
small article in Pravda. And then
all mention of it ceased.

Fifteen years later, in 1954, the
world science fair opened and the
Russian government gave special
permission for scientists from
several countries to come to Soviet
Russia and view it. Indeed, once
Western scientists saw the figure,
they saw little else at the fair.

At the time, according to the
Western ptress, ‘‘The figure was
indeed humanoid in shape with a
head which was much larger than
the rest of the body. A previous
autopsy revealed a much larger
brain than human. It had in the
chest area two hearts, one on
either side, the circulatory system
was vastly different, and the body
yielded several other organs un-
like anything known to modern
medical science. The skin was
thick and tough as if made to
withstand a much heavier gravity
than earth’s.”’

Although all agreed the cadaver
was extraterrestrial in origin,
questions remained, such as how
long had it been embedded in the
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frozen ice. Within several days,
the ‘‘creature’’ was hidden from
the rest of the world.

There’s no denying that UFOs
have been spotted in the skies
over Russia and Siberia, coming
down thick and fast in all shapes
and sizes, all of the data pertain-
ing to these extraterrestrial craft
recorded scientifically in .the
Soviet Journal Aviation and Cos-
monautics.

A report from Tass dated last
September 4, revealed that the
inhabitants of Petrozavodsk, capi-
tal of the Soviet Republic of
Karelia, have witnessed an unus-
ual natural phenomena. At about
0400, one secret communique
states, a huge star suddenly flared
up in the dark sky, sending shafts
of light to earth. This star moved
slowly toward Petrozavodsk, and
spreading out over it in the form
of a medusa, hung there, shower-
ing the city with a multitude of
very fine rays which created an
image of pouring rain.

The report maintains: ‘‘After
some time the luminescent rays
ceased. The medusa turned into a
bright semi-circle, resumed its
movement in the direction of Lake

Onega, all the while shrouded in
grey cloud. A semi-circular pool of
bright light, red in the middle and
white at the sides, then formed in
this shroud.”’ The phenomenon,
according to the testimony of
eyewitnesses, lasted from 10-12
minutes.

Again, on September 23, flying
saucers, traveling from south to
north, were observed over Kostice
at 1800 hours. According to Major
Boris Domanski of the Red Army,
who was strolling down Komen-
sky Avenue with his wife and
sister, the trio saw a large crowd
scanning the heavens. Then they
looked up and saw a red, circular

object flying from the direction of

the East Slovak Ironworks toward
Benkov. Simultaneously they
observed a black colored object
rotating in place at a height of
about 3,000 meters and about
7,000 meters from Kosice. When
the red circular object passed the
black rotating one, the latter
moved off and disappeared.
According to information sup-
plied to this publication, Pravda’s
newspaper offices have been
flooded with calls from citizens
who had witnessed the phenome-




non. And our source revealed that
according to data from the State

Airline = Administration, the
Kosice radar station recorded no
objects in the air at that particular
time because they monitor only
the flight routes of incoming and
outgoing airplanes.

Another reported sighting
dated September 27, 1979, tells
that during the early morning,
British European Airways flight
831, flying from Moscow to Lon-
don, was cruising at an altitude of
3,300 feet inside the border of
Lithuania. At between 1830 and
1900 hours, a blinding light was
observed off the plane’s starboard
flight path, 75 miles away and
6,000 feet below.

Yellowish in color, resembling a
sodium vapor lamp and viewed
above a cloud layer, the light was
observed for 10-15 minutes. The
pilot called the Soviet flight tower
asking for an identification, but
the communication he received
was a negative identification re-
sponse, which suggested that he
not ask questions.

Once more, on October 11 of
last year, three new Soviet mili-
tary aircraft were being tested

Major Boris Domanski was walk-
ing down Komensky Ave in the
village of Petrozavodsk when he
saw several UFOs flash across the
sky. He watched the strange
objects which stayed in view

for well over half an hour.

near the city of Ryazan, its crews
flying at a height of 27,000 feet
and keeping a distance between
them of 50 miles.

Reliable, trained observers, the
crews spotted a luminous object
which was pulsating. The UFO
was white in color. Suddenly, it
departed from its flight pattern
and approached the lead aircraft,
beginning to ascend at an angle of
70 degrees.

It is reported that during the 24
minutes the UFO was in the
vicinity of the aircraft, the air-
plane’s VHF radio stations didn’t
work. And as it drew away,
resuming its original flight path,
and finally faded, the object
resembled a tiny twinkling star in
the dark night sky.

A week later, a similar exper-
ience was shared by the crew and
passengers of a Soviet Aeroflot
airliner. The pilot first thought
that the light-emitting object they
saw was the moon rising, and the
cabin lights were switched off, so
that the passengers could get a
better view. As it came nearer its

dimensions gradually grew. It was

then that all onboard saw that the
approaching ‘‘Thing’’ gave off a

The area where the crew of a
small fishing boat in th Arctic Sea
reported to have found the body of
an alien being embedded in a
huge iceberg. The body was

sent to Moscow for examination.

brilliant white light —a disc
floating at an angle of 70 degrees.
Behind it was a trail of light which
was visible for about eight min-
utes.

Three weeks later, on October
31, at 7:30 PM, over Sverdlovsk in
the Ural Mountains a mysterious
bright object collided with another
Aeroflot liner flying from Petro-
grad to Moscow, causing an
explosion and fire.

Is all this not clear proof that
Soviet pilots met with flying
saucers? ‘‘Not quite’’, says Soviet
scientist Dr. M. Dimitriyev. In the
Journal Aviation and Cosmonau-
tics, he brought out: ‘‘What they
encountered were not UFOs, but
rather bands of chemilumine-
scence, cold radiation.’’

He went on to explain, “‘In the
atmosphere, there are always
microscopic chemically active par-
ticles of ozone, nitrogen dioxide,
organic compounds, etc.

‘‘Energy released by chemical
reactions of these molecules often
change into photons, giving off a
faint light imperceptible to the
naked eye.

‘‘When, however, these chemi-
cally active particles condense,

continued on page 62
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A disturbing number of lone miners
are being molested by extraterrest-
rials. A host of Ufologists maintain

it’s no accident, that their brains

are being picked to discover the where-
abouts of our rich mineral deposits.

EXTRATERRESTRIALS

ARE

STEALING
OUR MINERALS

For 35 years researchers inves-
tigating the UFO mystery have
questioned the purpose of alien
visitations. A large number of
various theories have been put
forward, ranging from simple
scientific studies like our Pioneer
probes, to surveillance for possi-
ble colonization or military con-
quest by invading forces. One
idea which has received only limit-
ed attention calls for closer scru-
tiny because of several recent
advancements in our knowledge
of UFO behavior. We have come
to believe that aliens have arrived
to mine the earth for its rich
mineral wealth.

We have noted that a disturbing
number of lone miners and pros-
pectors have been molested by
UFOs. It may be that they are
chosen because of their isolation,
but it is possible that they are
being picked because of what they
are doing. Both UFOs and pros-
pectors share an interest in find-
ing and extracting valuable miner-
al deposits and contact between
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them is inevitable. The UFOs
seem to be extremely hostile
toward human exploitation of our
own natural wealth.

Clint and Jane Chapin, an
elderly couple who have been
working a placer gold mine near
Redding, California, for about 40
years, had an unusually close
encounter with a flying object.
They first sighted the UFO over
their claim in 1969, but didn’t tell
anyone about the incident for fear
of ridicule. However, after their
fantastic experiences in Decem-
ber, 1977, and February, 1978,
they had to reveal what had
happened to them.

In December, the Chapins
watched an egg-shaped object
about the size of a Volkswagon
land on their claim. Clint saw it
first and yelled to his wife: ‘‘Get
the gun. It’s here again.’”’

But before the Chapins could
attack, the - unidentified object
took the offensive. It rose into the
air and stunned them both into
unconsciousness with an unknown

BY JIM MILES

type of energy beam. Mrs. Chapin
says the incident caused her to
suffer a serious illness.

Enraged, they set a dynamite
trap for the UFO, but alert
sheriff’s deputies persuaded them
to abandon their plan to capture or
destroy the alien craft.

Soon after the trap was dis-
armed, an identical UFO landed in
the bushes 70 feet from their
camp. It then lifted off the ground
and sped away down a canyon.
While investigating the touch-
down spot, the couple found a
two-inch deep depression .in the
soil. Within the circular mark they
found a lump of metal and some
peculiar sand.

The gray-colored, metallic
lump, which looked like brass on
the inside, was about the size of
an infant’s fist. It was subjected to
exhaustive tests by metallurgists
who testified that the substance
was composed of seven metals
which were fused together with
great heat in a vacuum, presum-
ably space. The green, glass-like

continued on next page







EXTRATERRESTRIALS ARE MINING OUR MINERALS/continued

particles of sand turned out to be
pure silicone. Scientists flatly
stated that it could not have
occurred naturally, but required
enormous refining.

Paul Cerny, an electrohics en-
gineer and UFO field investigator
from San Francisco, believes the
UFO might have dropped . the
materials. ‘‘For some reason, we
have had a lot of reports of UFOs
being spotted near old mines,’’ he
noted.

The most disturbing case of a
miner encountering a hostile UFO
occurred on May 20, 1967, when
Steve Michalak, an American of
Polish descent, was prospecting
near Falcon Lake, Manitoba, Can-
ada. He sighted two UFOs flying
towards him at an incredible
speed, one only 15 feet above the
ground, while the second was a
little higher. The lower object
landed near Steve, where he stood
speechless, while the other hov-
ered briefly, then left at a high
rate of speed.

Michalak assumed that the craft
was an experimental airplane
being tested by the United States
or Canada, so he hid in bushes
and observed the UFO for half an
hour. Finally, from the side of the
object a door materialized, opened
and a blinding purple beam shone
from the inside. As Michalak
doned his tinted welding glasses
to protect his sight, he could see
green, red and blue lights flaghing
within the craft. At this time, the
object emitted an ear-splitting,
high-pitched whine, as well as a
‘““‘whooshing’’ noise as if a giant
turbine was in operation within
the machine. There was an ac-
companying smell like bumming
electrical wiring also.

Finally, Steve could no longer
stand the suspense and had
approached the object. He heard
voices coming from the interior of
the craft and called out a friendly
hello, but at that moment the
turbine noise ceased and the other
shut. He was definitely not wel-
come within the spaceship.

He extended a gloved hand to
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Throughout the
last two decades,
heavy UFO activity
was concentrtated
in the Sellway
wildermess, near
Spring Creek Ridge,
site of heavy
mining activity.
Four UFOs hung
over a low hill
busily tunneling,
and shifting the
earth into tiny
openings in their

large space craft.

feel the texture of the metal, but
the rubber covering of his glove
melted instantly and slipped away
from the metal. At the same time
the UFO spun in a counter-clock-
wise manner and shot out a blast
of heated air which knocked him
backwards and set his clothes on
fire. The UFO then took off and
headed back in the direction from
which it had come.

Michalak managed to find his
way to the Misericordia Hospital
in Winnipeg. Doctors on duty
discovered he had a checkerboard
pattern on his chest formed of
second and third degree burns.
Afterwards he became ill and lost
22 pounds. He frequently blacked
out, was plagued by constant
nausea, ' and suffered from a
terrible odor which ‘‘seemed to
come from the inside.”’ After a
year of this his wife convinced him
to visit the Mayo Clinic. Doctors
there said his illness was caused
by ‘‘a foreign substance’’ they
found in his blood.

The most convincing report of
UFO mining activity comes from
the files of the venerable Tucson,
Arizona, based Aerial Phenomena
Research Organization (APRO).
In 1967 its founders and directors
for nearly 30 years, Jim and Coral
Lorenzen, received a sighting
report from Buzz Montague of
Twin Falls, Iowa. They were
unable to investigate it during
that exciting period of intense
UFO activity, but a field investiga-
tor eventually looked into the
matter in 1971. In their book,
Encounters With UFO Occupants,
Jim and Coral called this ‘‘one of
the most interesting cases in the
annals of UFO research.’’

Buzz Montague is a regular
hunter and pursues his sport
mainly in the Sellway wilderness
near Spring Creek Ridge. A great
deal of mining formerly took place
in this region. Throughout the
1960’s Montague spotted UFOs in
the skies over this sparsely popu-
lated area.

The significant experience took
place as Buzz and a friend,




William Andrews, were camping
on a high hill which gave a good
view of the Spring Creek Valley.
They awoke in the early moming
darkness to discover a light hover-
ing over a slag heap at the Spring
Creek Mine on the opposite side
of the valley. Intrigued, they
resourcefully thought to examine
the UFO through their 10-power
rifle scopes. They were surprised
to find that there were four objects
at the ore dump.

Each of the ships were silver
and although the tops were trans-
parent domes, nothing could be
seen within. From all four, long
hoses extended from the top and
were actively nosing through the
slag heap. After some time the
objects rose, one at a time, and
the men noticed for the first time a
large, cigar-shaped craft towering
an estimated 1000 feet above
them. This ‘‘mother ship’’ was
dotted with four circular holes on
its bottom, into which each of the
four smaller UFOs inserted them-
selves so smoothly that they
appeared to be a part of the ship,
which was also silver and had
regularly spaced portholes.

The long ship remained motion-
less and shortly the four mini-
UFOs left and returned to pry into
the heap again. this manuever
was repeated three more times
within the next two hours. After
the fourth trip, the four objects
remained with the large craft as it
moved rapidly up and away until it
disappeared from sight. 3

The Lorenzen’s suggested two
theories to account for this exper-
ience: ‘‘One is that mining opera-
tions were being carried out. On
the other hand, the earth whieh
was being probed had already
been mined by men so that if the
occupants of the craft were en-
gaged in research, they might
have been obtaining samples to
analyze later to determine the
nature of man’s mining in that
area.‘” (

We think it was a mining
operation. Their refining tech-
niques are certainly more ad-

vanced than ours, and the occu-
pants of the UFOs could certainly
make use of what we wastefully
throw away.

We have also been led to
wonder if UFOs are taking water
from lakes and streams. Since the
UFO mystery began, many alien
crafts have been spotted floating
on the surface of such bodies and
they usually have long, flexible
hoses extending into the water.
Witnesses to this behavior recall
hearing sounds like suction and
assumed that the ships were
taking on water. Significantly, the
premier case of this type comes to
us from an area in Canada that is
the scene of heavy mining opera-
tions.

On July 2, 1950, an executive of
the Steep Rock Iron Mines was on
a boating holiday with his wife in
Onterio. At lunchtime they landed
on a beach in Steep Rock Lake. As
they ate, a violent shock wave
shook the area, but no explosion
accompanied it. Investigating,
they climbed a ridge and from that
vantage point spotted a strange
ship sitting in the bay. They
described the craft as two long
saucers joined at the rim, with
portholes spaced regularly around
the middle. It was 50 feet in
diameter and 15 feet high.

Even more startling was the
crew, made up of 10 tiny men who
scrambled about on deck. The
men were not taller than four feet
in height and wore dark clothing
and blue helmets.

Two green hoses snaked from a
hatch into the water and the
witnesses heard a hum coming
from the UFO. They believed the
ship was taking on water through
one hose, and returning it through
the other, for what purpose they
did not know.

B. Ann Slate, in a Probe
magazine article several years
ago, brought all the various
aspects of this enigma together.
She based her revolutionary theo-
ries on a UFO sighting by Patrick
Thrush which took place in Bra-
denberg, Florida, in 1973.

continued on page 60
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" 1 HELPED ALIENS FROM
ANOTHER WORLD
REPAIR THEIR SPACE CRAFT!

BY ROD JACKSON

The light
in the corner of
the room
illuminated larger,
and by degrees
was forming a
silhouette—
a living
creature, the
likes of
which I’d seen
only in my
wildest
nightmare.
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Dotted in places throughout the
world are holes— dimension door-
ways, if you will— through which
extraterrestrials pass to gain ac-
cess to neighboring planets with-
out having to travel great dis-
tances through the vast, dark void
of space.

To the uninitiated, this may
sound like a great Einsteinian
revelation. But it’s not meant to.
You see, I'm not an astronomer,
armchair, professional, or other-
wise.

I'm a 30-year old electrical
engineer living in the suburbs of
New Jersey. And the only heaven-
ly body I'm familiar with— or

even care to be— belongs to my,

wife who shared in the bizarre
encounter I’'m about to relate.

Marilyn, my wife of eight years,
and I, went to a movie on that
recent summer night. The kids—
we have two, Robin 5, and
Jennifer, 3— were staying with
their grandmother in Ohio for the
first month of their school vaca-
tior.

We left the theater at 10 p.m.,
stopped off for a deliciously filling
Italian dinner and began to drive
home 15 minutes before midnight.

More than three-quarters of the
way to our home, which is nestled
in a small valley community in
Dumont, surrounded by other
equally fine homes, my wife
nudged me. ‘‘Did you see that?’’
she asked excitedly.

I replied that I did, not taking
my eyes from the darkened ribbon
of road ahead. At first, it looked
like an ordinary shooting star, and
we were both certain then that’s
what it was. But mere seconds
after it passed, rising high and
dipping over the horizon, the
entire sky lit up, turning night into

day for just a brief instant. We
even mentioned that it was too
bad the kids weren’t with us to
have seen it. They truly would
have enjoyed the sight, although
it was all too brief.

Within 15 minutes the car was
in the garage and we were already
unlocking the ‘front door to the
house. Suddenly, Marilyn stood
there quietly, staring straight
ahead but not really looking at
anything. She was in fact strain-
ing her ears against the myriad of
night sounds one hears when
living in the deep country— the
chirping of crickets, a frog calling
to its mate in a nearby pond, an
occasional train whistle coming
from' a long way off, an automo-
bile speeding on some distant
highway.

“I asked, ‘‘well, aren’t you
going to turn the lights on?"’

But she made a motion for me
to keep still. ‘‘Did you hear that?’’
she asked softly.

‘‘Hear what?’’ I said, taking her
hand away from the switch and
flicking the light en myself. ‘I
didn’t hear anything.’’

And I truly didn’t. Not then. It
was only much later that same
night that I'd heard what she’d
been listening to earlier.

We were in our bedroom. It was
precisely 3 a.m. when Marilyn's
whispering voice nudged me a-
wake, her hands gently prodding
my shoulders.

((RM!’I

llwha_ "

‘‘Shhh! Listen.”’

I sat up in thé bed, groggy, but
in seconds I was myself. I was just
about to tell her somewhat angrily
that I didn’t hear anything, when
it came. At first it sounded like the
slow, steady hum of a swarm of

continued on next page







| HELPED ALIENS FROM ANOTHER WORLD/continued

bees from far away. But the
longer you listened the more the
sound resembled the noise of an
engine— a crippled engine— low,
but steady, and it seemed to come
not from one location, but from all
over the house, from within the
very walls themselves. If you
listened closely, it sounded like
the engine was missing— sputter-
ing, dying, and then starting up
again, but always missing and
dying out.

‘“That’s what I heard when we
came home earilier,”” Marilyn
said, suddenly convinced that we
were both hearing the same thing
now. ‘‘Just when you think you’re
imagining it or thought you’d
dreamed it all, it comes on. I
didn’t want to wake you, but —"’

‘It doesn’t seem to be coming
from one place,’’ I said slowly, my
words spaced out so that I
wouldn’t miss hearing any of it.
“It's as though it’s coming from
all over the house.’’

Marilyn agreed, shrugged her
lovely shoulders and then lay back
on the pillow. And then it hap-
pened. A sudden light flickered in
the corner of the room near the
window. Marilyn gasped shaking.
She grabbed my arm. ‘‘Look!’’

The light luminated larger, and

by degrees was forming the
gilhouette of a figure— a living
creature, the likes of which I'd
never seen before except in my
wildest nightmare.
s He— it— was about seven to
eight feet in height, slim — that is
from the waist down, like- an
athlete whose wide shoulders
formed an enormous V shape. Its
face was grotesque, like a portrait
painter suddenly gone mad, in
one fell swoop with a brush
creating a montage literally de-
signed to raise goose bumps.

My wife opened her mouth to
scream but the scream was stifled
as we both sat there, bolt upright
in the bed, unable to fully
comprehend the weird scene un-
folding before our disbelieving
eyes.

In seconds another flicker of
light flared up beside where the
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At first it had
sounded like a
swarm of bees
coming from a

long distance off.
But the more you
listened, the more
the sound had
resembled the noise
of an engine
coming not from
one direction, but
from all over the
house, from within
the very walls
themselves.

first one had, and like its prede-
cessor it took on ‘the same
grotesque shape.

They— the twin entities— just
stood there in the corner of the
room staring down at us for what
seemed an eternity, their faces
expressionless.

One of them raised an open
gloved hand, and we could see the
expression on their faces were far
from malevolent. They spoke to us
softly, calling me by name. ‘‘Mr.
Rod Jackson,”’ the omne who
materialized first said. His voice
was low and clear. Could you
imagine that. ‘““‘Mr.”’ Rod Jackson
—and from someone not even of
this earth.

Anyway, they went on to ex-
plain, in calm, quiet, almost
religiously benign voices that
their home was located in a
galactic cluster of stars far from
here, and that they were returning
to their home planet from a
scouting mission in deep space,
when their ship suffered a compu-
ter malfunction which forced them
to alter their course and crash
land on the first available, breath-
able planet.

Their visit, they assured us,
was ' temporary, quite unavoid-
able, and, they stressed— friend-
ly, seeking aid.

‘“How— how did you know
us?’’ Marilyn asked, her voice
quaking, but obviously not as
frightened as she’d been at first.
“You did call my husband by
name.’’

‘‘When our starboard computer
began to fail,’”’ the second entity
replied, speaking with equal calm,
‘‘and we knew we would not be
able to arrive home with the
damage the computer failure sus-
tained to our ship, we immediate-
ly began to monitor the terrain
and the inhabitants where we
realized we would have to deposit
ourselves. We feel we are fortun-
ate on three counts. The first, that
our mishap occurred quite close to
a portal, secondly that you your-
selves are of a friendly and
hospitable nature—"’

And the third,”’ the second




entity ‘nterjected, smiling softly,
‘‘is yorr field of study. If anyone
could help us repair the damage to
our computer, surely an electrical
engineer of your caliber— ’’

Marilyn, now no longer fright-
ened in the least, looked at me
with a sudden puzzled expression.
I think I read her mind then,
because the question I asked
brought delightful smiles to the
faces of our interstellar visitors.

‘“You used the term portal,”’ 1
said. ‘‘It was fortunate, you said,
that your ship was close to a portal
when your computer difficulties
were evident."’

‘“‘You pride yourselves on the
remarkable scientific strides your
scientists are taking in the study
of outer space. And yet your
ignorance of the universe is made
manifesgt.’’

‘““Could you explain that?’”’
Marilyn asked.

The beings seemed to think for
a long moment, looking at one
another, and then at us. ‘“When
you go from one place to another
in your automobiles, are there not
turns you may take to make the
route shorter, less circuitous?”’

‘““Yes— you mean—

‘“‘Short cuts’’, Marilyn said
3uddenly.

“Exactly. Can you co..ceive of
these short cuts in deep space,
making exits and entrances to and
from planets and star systems
more easy, taking less time and
ships having to store less precious
fael?’*

“Of course,’’ I said. ‘‘It makes
sense. Short cuts in space. It cuts
down on time and —’’

‘““You're very perceptive, Mr.
Jackson,’’ they both seemed to
say simultaneously. ‘“‘With just a
hint of a suggestion, your mind
seems capable of picking up entire
thought patterns.’’ -

‘““You made mention of the fact
that it was fortunate that you
came down— your ship— in the
‘area where there was an electrical
engineer handy—er, available.’’

‘“You may use your colloqual-
isms,’”’ Mr. Jackson. We have
become quite accustomed to your

lang‘lage.”

‘“‘How can we— my husband —
be of help?’’ Marilyn said softly,
smiling earnestly.

*‘Our breakdown seems to be in
the starboard computer’s rear
terminal. The connection between
circuits Alpha and Beta are not
functioning properly. It first be-
gan giving us trouble when we
entered the Andromeda quadrant.
And by the time we reached the
quadrant of Cassiopeia a break-
down was evident, only a matter
of time. Our computer short
circuited in your own galaxy, near
to what your astronomers refer to
as the area comprising the Corona
Borealis.”’

‘“To put it in understandable
terms, Mr. Jackson,’’ the other
entity— the second— said, ‘‘it
occurred in your very own atmo-
sphere.’’,

‘““Yes, although thousands of
miles in space, we were able to
navigate into a nearby portal— or
what your scientists would call a
hole— a black -hole— in space,
through which we were able to
monitor where we would land—
crash land, if you will.”’

‘“Where is your ship now?"’

“In this very vicinity. You
would not even have to climb from
your bed to reach it.’’

“It is here,”’ the other said,
‘“‘but only in another dimension,
near the outer walls of the portal
which brought us here. You can
not touch it or see it, and yet it
rests just mere feet from where
you sit in your bed.’’

‘““How can I help,’”’ I -asked,
feeling like a school child being
asked to come to the aid of his
teacher.

“If you would but close your
eyes and concentrate on trying to
help us, you will be transported
with us aboard our spacecraft.’’

I looked at Marilyn and she
looked at me, our expressions
both blank. Suddenly I was aware
of feeling tired, very tired, as
though I'd been working round
the clock for days without any
sleep. My eyes, like massive
concrete blocks felt heavy. It was

impossible to keep them open.

I think that only mere seconds
had passed and I was aware of my
body rising from the bed. I felt
light, like a feather being swirled
around in a wind. I looked down
from my new-found height and I
saw Marilyn sitting on the bed,
looking down at me. Yes, I saw my
body still lying prone on the bed,
eyes shut, face blank, mouth half
open as in a deep sleep.

And then I found myself stand-
ing on a solid floor. It was
glass-like and spotlessly clean.
Lights flickered on walled panels
wherever I looked. I was in their
ship, or as they explained, the
control room of their extraterres-
trial craft which hovered between
our bedroom and some other
dimension.

With one of the beings on either
side of me, I was ushered through
a myriad of doors and passage-
ways. Through a portholed win-
dow I was able to see the night
sky, dotted by clusters of stars
dancing and twinkling all about
each other.

They led me through a final
door and into one of two seats. In
front of me, surrounded by all
sorts of switches stationary on a
cockpit-like panel protruded a
maze of loosely-hanging wires.
Dangling from one of the wires
was what looked ‘like something
that resembled the component
from the sophisticated CB unit I
have in my car.

‘It looks just like a communica-
tions device I have in my vehicle—
my car— my automobile,’’ I said.

“It is not a communications
device,’’ they both said. ‘‘It is one
unit of many, intricate in design,
which helps to manipulate our
craft. Through a process of mind
manipulation you are able to view
it as something second nature to
you.”’

‘““You mean that I'm imagining
all this?’’

‘“‘No. On the contrary,’”’ one of
them said. ‘‘It is quite real. Only
you are able to see it in a way
which is familiar."’

“Well, "’ I said, ‘‘If I wouldn’t

continued on page 50
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From deep within the Pioneer capsule,

delicate instruments probe the very bowels of
this distant planet in hope of finding an alien
form of intelligence with which to communicate

SCANNING VENUS
FOR
SIGNS OF LIFE

BY PETER A. JORDAN

Based on extensive radar data
returned by NASA’s Pioneer
Venus spacecraft, scientists for
the first time have identified huge
continent-sized features— includ-
ing mountains as high as Everest
and deep rift valleys.

Pioneer Venus has now mapped
about 83 per cent of the planet’s
surface, and by month’s end will
have covered 93 per cent prior to
Pioneer, less than one percent of
Venus’ topography had been mea-
sured by ground-based radar.

Venus’ surface has never been
seen because of the clouds which
permanently cover the planet.

Pioneer data suggests that Ve-
nus’ terrain and geology have
both strong similarities to and
major differences from those of
any known planet. According to
Dr. Harold Masursky, Venus’
surface is gently rolling, with local
dramatic highs like the - North
American continent. However,
not counting Earth’s oceans, Ve-
nus’ range of elevations is some-
what greater than Earth’s, rang-
ing from 2.9 kilometers (9500 feet)
below the average radius of

Venus’ spherical surface to 10.8
km (35,000 feet) above that level.
Pioneer’s radar-mapper mea-
sures the Venus surface devia-
tions in topography from 75
degrees North latitude to 63
degrees South latitude. This cov-
ers 83 percent of the planet’s
surface, missing relatively small
circular regions at each pole.

Because of temporary instru-
ment failure, a mapping gap
exists along 30 degrees longitude.
Pioneer is currently mapping this
area. Typical ‘‘footprint’’ size for
altimetry measurements of topo-
graphy is 25 by 50 km, on a grid
with spacing of 100 km.

Sixty percent of Venus’ surface
is relatively - flat, rolling plains,
varying in height by only about
1000 meters (300 feet) between
high and low points. This huge,
planet-encompassing plain lies at
a 6050-km radius from the center
of the planet. (This 6050-km
radius describes a reference
sphere, much as sea level does on
Earth.)

About 16 percent of Venus’
surface lies below the 6050-km

continued on next page
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This is an artist conception of
Ishtar Terra, the highest and
most dramatic continent-sized
highland region on Venus, based
on topography measurements by
Pioneer Venus Orbiter spacecraft.
Ishtar is a high plateau,

carrying several mountain ranges,
and about the size of Australia
or the continental United States.
The huge escarpments around the
plateau’s edge are quite steep.
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mean radius. Such low-lying re-
gions are far more common on
Earth (they are the ocean basins)
than on Venus, occupying nearly
two-thirds of Earth’s surface com-
pared to the one-sixth of Venus.
Most of the remaining 24
percent are only a few thousand
feet higher than the plain. Only
eight percent of the planet is
‘“¢rue highlands,”’ ranging in
height to maximum altitudes 10.8
km (35,400 feet) above Venus’
rolling plains. These true high-
lands may resemble similar areas
on Earth. They may be made of
very light rock, and hence ‘‘float’’
much higher than other features.
The largest of the highland
regions, Terra Aphrodite, is half
as large as Africa. The smaller
highland region, Terra Ishtar, is
the size of the continental United
States. Both Ishtar and Aphrodite
are rough, apparently fractured
and faulted. Two other notable
highland areas are Beta Regio,

site of what seem to be two giant
shield-shaped volcanoes, and Al-
pha Regio, a region of rough,
probably geologically old terrain.

Although not-as thick as those
of Mars and the Moon, it now
appears that Venus’ crust is
thicker than Earth’s— so thick
that it has choked off most crustal
movement or plate tectonics. The
lower layer of this crust appapent-
ly consists of heavier basalt-type
rocks and wraps the entire planet.
On top of this is a layer of light,
granitic-type continental rock.
(Russia’s Venera 8 found the
radioactivity of rocks in one area
of Venus’ plains to be like that of
granite.) This ancient layer of
lighter rocks may form a single
huge planet-girdling continent,
covering about” 84 percent of
Venus’ total surface. Perched on
top of this giant Venusian contin-
ent are the smaller but still
continent-sized highland regions.

Venus’ crust apparently com-

continued on page 48




This valley is much deeper than
similar formations on Earth,
where most valleys have been
formed by erosion rather than by
faulting activity. Venus’ surface
has never been seen because

of the thick clouds which per-
manently cover the planet.

This view of Venus’ surface shows
the planet’s three continental-
sized highland regions, Aphrodite
Terra (foreground), Ishtar

Terra (top), and Beta Regio (left),
based on topography measure-
ments made by Pioneer Orbiter.
Venus and Earth are almost the
same size. Aphrodite Terra is as
large as half of Africa, and Ishtar
is the size of Australia.

The highest point yet found on
Venus is a mountain higher than
FEverest, tentatively named
Maxwell Montes. It is shown here
in an artist’s conception based
on topographic measurments.
This huge area of uplifted terrain
occupies the entire east end

of Ishtar Terra. The radarmapper
instrument which provided data
for these photos is from
Massachusetts Institude of Tech-
nology, with maps by the U.S.
Geological Survey.







Less than twenty minutes after
this photo was taken high over
Dawson Creek, B.C., four similar
craft, although much smaller, con-
verged on this huge vehicle
described as a mother ship, and
vanished within its huge under-
belly like fighter planes returning
to their base.

The UFO pictured here, ‘‘sud-
denly emerged out of a formation
of clouds, rising and dipping but
not making any sound,’’ accord-
ing to construction worker Reg
Laurenson of Douglas Island,
Alaska, who used a Minolta with a
50 power lens and high speed 400
black and white film to shoot this
remarkable photograph.

The unidentified object, whose
movements were witnessed by no
less than forty onlookers, was

described as being gigantic and
sort of tubular shaped with a pro-
tuding tail section. Before it rose,
nose first, and climbed out of
sight, ‘‘at speeds that would
stagger the imagination’’, it fol-
lowed a straight route along the
1,527-mile Alaska Highway, which
connects Dawson Creek to Fair-
banks.

Several observers who were ques-
tioned by investigators remarked
that the object dropped like a
huge balloon skimming the tree-
tops and doing aerial maneuvers

that would have made the Blue -

Angels blush with shame. ‘‘Then
it climbed, zigzagging straight up
before it leveled off.”’ Laurenson
also noted that the UFO had
several flashing lights which acted
as guides for the smaller craft. [J
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Not one to ruffle easily, he tracked the
long glowing tube through field glasses. I

knew it was no cloud,’’ he said. ‘“‘No cloud

ever moved as weird as that object did.”’

UNEARTHLY VISITORS
TERRIFY RESIDENTS

IN

'CENTRAL ILLINOIS

North central Illinois rarely
plays host to visitors from the
UFO world. No exact figures
exist, but over the past decade
this checkered stretch of farm
plots and burgs probably hasn’t
registered more than a single
decent sighting or two per year, at
best.

That unspoken truce with UFOs
snapped, however, during the
summer and fall of 1979. From
July through Halloween, unearth-
ly flying objects appeared in the
skies 10 times over a triangular
region— some 70 miles omn a
side— bounded by the farm
community of Wenona; Kanka-
kee, a modest industrial city; and
Sycamore, one of the last country
outposts bordering Chicago’s
suburb sprawl. The streak began
with a lone disk in the night
hanging over a factory town, and
almost landing. A police chase
developed before it had vanished
above a wind-shocked field 20
miles from its point of arrival.
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BY WILLIAM RETOFF

Pieces of the overall scene
crystallized unexpectedly. The
story in the paper; a probe of one
case springing news of another...
Then chase down the witnesses—
those that are still around; get to
them, interview them before time
grinds away their recall. A few of
them moved on, out of reach now,
out of touch. Some specific dates
and details are lost or forgotten.
Yet enough has been pieced
together to chronicle this UFO
diary for mid-Illinois.

July 1979: A retired secretary in
Streator, wide awake near dawn,
became aware of a soundless
object visible in the southeast
through her kitchen window. ‘‘It
was about 5:30 in the morning.
And I was wondering what this
star was— or light in the sky. It
wasn’t really a star. You couldn’t
say that it was a star because the
coloring was different.’’

Rather than a star-like pinpoint,
the unknown object had form. *‘It
looked more like a disk sort of

thing, you know. No way was it a
star.”’

She ‘carried on her watch ‘‘for
quite a while,’”’ staring out into
the brightening cloudless air.

‘‘And then while I was standing
there looking at it, it disappeared.
You know, it looked like it went
into the sky or something. In
about two or three minutes it
came out again. And it went to the
south. It moved a little bit."’

Following the position change,
‘‘it stayed still for a while, and
then it went back in again. Back
into the sky and came out again.
And it would go in and out of the

The object appeared radiant to
the woman. ‘‘It was like a bright
light, that’s all I can say. You...
you wouldn’t say it had any color,
really.”

Second week in July: While
driving down a country blacktop
between Wenona. and Toluca, a
young man and woman caught a
glimpse of ‘‘a flare in the sky.”




The incident happened around 10

p-m.

Third week in July: Lonnie
Davis (real name on file), a
Wenona resident, ‘‘saw some-
thing strange going on overhead’’
as he traveled a back road close to
the sighting locale of the previous
week. The airborne occurrence
resembled an ‘‘explosion’’. Time
of the sudden night encounter:
just about 10 o’clock.

Friday, July 27: With nothing
much else to do, Jim Melvin,
Alice and Pattie Ong were out
riding in a Dodge Sebring in the
country, playing some tapes and
enjoying the night with the car’s
sun roof open. A ‘‘bright flash’’
occurring ‘‘somewhere between
9:30-10 p.m.’’ unexpectedly lit the
heavens. The flare-up fumed
above a bean field south of the
unnamed road they were cruising.
26 year old Pattie reported that
with the tape deck on, nothing
was heard over the music.

Saturday, July 28: Pattie Ong

————————————

Pattie Ong of Wenona observed
three separate bouts of

UFO activity during the
four-month streak in north
central lllinois during 1979.

headed for a party in Toluca,
driving alone in her black van
down another road skirting the
same field where the past night’s
incident happened— a place just
west of Wenona. ‘‘It was about 10
to 10:30— I had my watch with
me,”’ she noted. ‘‘And it was
pretty windy out.”” A glowing
outline, pyramid-formed, materi-
alized out over the cloud-banked
night horizon to the north. *‘‘I
couldn’t see the object itself,”’
recounted Pattie, ‘‘just the lights
placed along it. So it really
could’ve been any shape.’’

The unidentified object moved
soundlessly. ‘‘It was comin’ right
towards me at low altitude— real
bright white. See, I thought it was
this friend of mine who has a
private plane— thought he was
buzzing me for a second. And I
said, ‘Aw my god, it's gonna hit
me?’ It was comin’ at me real fast
like a low-flyin’ plane. ‘‘And then
all of a sudden it just stopped.’’

The lights flickered off, then on

i
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The Kekalb County UFO incident

started near Sycamore, Ilinois
when Charles Weeden Jr. spotted

a brilliant object in
the sky that wasn’t a star.

again. It started downward. Two
weird appendages, looking like
‘lines of light,”’ swung out from
the object’s undercarriage. The
thing blinked off. When it flashed
back on a second later, - the
appendages were buckled under
it. The craft was now practically
scraping the vegetation growing
in the meadow. ‘‘It was real big,”’
Pattie disclosed, regarding the
device. ‘It seemed a half-block
long. It wasn’t saucer-shaped; it
was like a diamond or a pyramid.
And it kinda just faded down in
the field.

‘‘That was it. There was no way
you could get a good look at it
because it happened so fast. It
was like a strobe light. Bam, bam,
bam. You saw it flash— you saw
this shape. It flashed— you saw
these... these things comin’ out. It
flashed— you saw ‘em down. It
happened in about four seconds. I
just saw the shape and those lines
extending.’’

She paused. ‘‘And then after

continued on next page
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This map shows the
triangular region invaded by
UFOs during the 1979.

that, there were like these little
flares that went up from where it
was at. They shot up about 50
feet.”’ i

At her vantage point about a
half-mile away, Pattie Ong could
trace them drifting back into the
field and out of sight. ‘‘Then I
kept going around and searchin’,
but I never saw it again. But it
came down under the same area
as the Friday night flash in the
sky.”’

Bnd of July: The retired secre-
tary who turned in the initial
report of this sighting streak was
getting ready to sleep about
midnight. Glancing by chance out
her bedroom window, she spotted
a ‘‘red light’’ moving from south
to north. The ‘‘light’’ resembled
no common aircraft. ‘‘It was sort
of like, oh... not a round shape,’’
she says. -“It was more oblong-
like. That type of thing."’

As in all the other cases, the
aerial device emitted no audible
sound. ‘It was travelling very
slow. And it had these red lights
around the thing. That’s about all
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An artist’s concept

I can tell you— about the best I
can really recall clearly.’’

The incident took place ‘‘a
month or so’’ in the wake of her
first sighting. She divulged her
experiences to this writer about
three and a half months after
they’d happened.

With six reports already docu-
mented, this subtle wave had
registered two repeat witnesses—
extremely unusual. And the cases
seemed cohesive, all entailing
brilliant, silent flying objects.

The events stayed under-
ground, though. No one— not
even those isolated persons di-
rectly involved— even knew a
UFO escalation was occurring in
north central Illinois. Local media,
through ignorance or careless-
ness, didn’t pick up on a single
incident...yet.

August 29-30: A night-flying
beacon invaded the northern-most
block of the Illinois UFO triangle
on Wednesday, the 29th. Syca-
more resident Charles A. Weeden,
just getting off work, was going
home on Illinois Route 64, idly

glancing up at the star-drenched
rural surnmer sky. One shimmer-
ing light in particular attracted his
curiosity— a ' stationary light
switching colors at an irregular
rate. First it was orange, then red,
finally a greenish hue.

Weeden concentrated his stare.
No, it wasn’t a light, really. That
thing up there had a definite
shape: conical on top and round
on the bottom. Suddenly it had
dropped. Roughly halfway to
Earth, the object halted. It began
edging along laterally, ‘‘faster
than what an airplane could
move,”’ according to Weeden.
The multi-colored object appeared
to ready itself for a landing.
Weeden phoned the DeKalb
County Police.

Authorities dispatched Officer
Berna D. VanVlerah to check out
the incident.

While waiting for the police,
Weeden called his father, who
lives on a farm three miles away.
Weeden's father verified seeing
the cone form but didn’'t go
outside to investigate.




A flashing pyramid-like object was seen drifting into a field outside
Wenona. The object portrayed by these dots appeared at night.
The dots in the above drawing by eye witnesses represent lights.

Charles Weeden maintained his
vigil. In all, he kept the aerial
intruder under surveillance ‘‘for
about an hour and 45 minutes,’’ or
until after midnight.

County Policewoman Berna
VanVlerah had sighted the craft
first— it was now a shaded
orange— while she drove east-
ward on Route 64 for Weeden’'s
house. She pulled her car over and
got out to get a better look.
Observing it with binoculars, Offi-
cer VanVlerah ‘‘determined it not
to be an airplane.’’ The magnified
view showed her instead ‘‘a
dome-shaped object which was
glowing a bright orange’’ and
‘“moving very slowly’’ at an
altitude ‘‘high enough to be
picked up on radar, above 1,000
feet.”” (Rockford Airport traffic
controllers, positioned 20 miles
northwest of the action, monitored
no activity on their tracking gear.)

When Berna VanVlerah had
reached Weeden’s place, they
both studied the luminous spec-
tacle for some 20 minutes. It
began drifting west. Policewoman

VanVlerah hopped back in her
squad car to follow.

The craft veered over the
highway, -leading the officer sev-
eral miles down two secluded
blacktops. But her chase ended on
Esmond Road, which separates
DeKalb and Ogle Counties. The
shining aerial object traveled
southwest into Ogle County. With
no police authority in that sector,
Patrolwoman VanVlerah broke off
pursuit.

She radioed the Ogle County
Sheriff’s Department for assist-
ance. But somehow, her direc-
tions got screwed up. By the time
an Ogle officer arrived in the area,
the conical ship— moving at an
estimated 20 to 25 miles per
hour— had disappeared from
view.

“I’ve never seen anything like
it,”” Berna VanVlerah told a
DeKalb Daily Chronicle newsman
later (this was the first cast to get
media coverage). ‘I don’t believe
in those things. I didn’t believe it
until I got out of the car and used
the binoculars,”’

While the DeKalb County inci-
dent was occurring Wednesday
night, another UFO episode be-
gan some 60 miles southeast of
Sycamore. Citizens of Kankakee,
Illinois telphoned their city police
and radio station wkan, stating
that a glowing, domed vehicle
could be seen hovering over their
community. WKAN logged six
calls; Kankakee law enforcers
revealed they received ‘‘several.’”’
The object showed up ‘‘sometime
after 11 p.m.,’’ staying in sight for
.an unspecified period of time.

Mid-September: A pencil-like
form swept over Streator around 7
a.m.; exact date unknown. Ex-air-
craft mechanic John Andrew
Rorke (name on file) spotted the
unknown while gazing out his den
window. He figured at first it
might be merely a jet contrail. But
no...
‘It was a white thing,’’ assert-
ed Rorke, 66 and semi-retired. ‘‘I
thought, °‘Hell, that’s no jet
stream. It's movin’ too slow. It
ain’t gettin’-no bigger.’ No jets fly
that way. And a jet stream almost
always keeps getting longer.”’

As Mr. Rorke studied it, he
became convinced. ‘‘It sure was-
not moving like an airplane, you
know. An airplane moves right
along and you keep seeing more
jet stream. But I wasn’t seeing
any more. And I thought, ‘That’s
funny.’ It sort of looked like a
small white cloud floatin’ by
itself.’”’

‘“‘But I know it wasn’t a cloud.”’

Rorke tracked the tube for
‘‘about a minute.’’ It eased across
the dawn horizon in a south-
southeasterly direction.

Strangeness or no, the grizzled
Rorke— not one to ruffle easily—
simply lost interest. ‘‘I went and
did somethin’ else and came back
to look, and it was gone. Maybe I
should’ve got my field glasses’’
(he owns high-power binoculars)
‘‘and paid a little more attention.
But I thought, ‘The hell with
that— crap.’ ”’

October 31: For a half-hour this
Halloween night, at least 10
triangular unidentified flying ob-
jects coasted at low altitude two
miles east of Wenona. Four

continued on page 52
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Did astronauts spot ‘‘vagrant sunbeams’’

bouncing off the moon’s smooth surface, or

was it something else—something to make

scientists speculate that the moon may indeed
be an alien base of operations.

The history-making Apollo 11
astronauts, Armstrong, Collins
and Aldrin viewed an enigmatic
luminescence in the
Aristarchus Crater during their
first revolution of the moon.

STRANGE THINGS

ARE

HAPPENING
ON THE MOON

1t is late Wednesday afternoon
in Houston, May 21, 1969. Radio
signals rustle over the communi-
cations link at the Manned Space-
craft Center: telemetry chatter
and human voices from Apollo 10,
now making its first circuit around
the Moon.

‘“...glow as if they’re lit by
radioactivity’’— the words come
from Lunar Module Pilot Gene
Cernan, as he tries to describe an
eerieness he sees about the
craters less than 200 miles below,
craters dull-lit only by light re-
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flecting from Earth yet somehow
luminous— ‘‘they glow in this
very low, dim light.”’

Back on Earth, Mr. Harrison
Schmitt, the only astronaut with
geologist credentials, suggests
Cernan has spotted ‘‘vagrant
sunbeams’’ bouncing off smooth
rocks in the area. But the ex-
change has cued Houston to
something else, and a call goes up
to the spacecraft: ‘‘Look to the
north before you go over the hill;
check out Aristarchus...”’

On Monday and Tuesday, the

BY WILLIAM RETOFF

first two days after launch, ‘‘tran -
sient events’’ were sighted in that
29-mile-wide crater by profes-
sional and part-time astronomers
in California, New Mexico and
Spain. These Moongazers made
their observations as volunteers of
the Lunar International Obser-
vers Network— LION, a 34-na-
tion.

A deal has been made with
NASA. If LION detects any extra-
ordinary happenings on the Moon
during Apollo 10’s mission, Hous-
ton flight controllers will instruct

continued on next page




The astronauts did not expect
to encounter anything as strange
as these weird lunar glows.

Baffling transient events during
the Apollo Project emanated from
here, Aristarchus Crater. For
hundreds of years, this has been
the site of unexplained activity.
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The astronauts
made the unusual
sighting from their
Command Module.
The Module is
shown here in lunar
orbit. The lights
just flashed on and
glowed for some
time, then they had
vanished.

the astronauts to make close-up
scans.

Things do happen. LION has
observed several strange events
on the lunar sphere, all centering
around craters. The rim of Atlas
switched bright and dim; Biela
blushed a distinct red, as did
Manzinus, which showed its un-
usual coloring intermittently. Cra-
ter Bouguer inexplicably turned
brilliant for a time. Harpalus, a
bowl inside 100 miles of Bouguer,
also haloed to an uncommonly
bright shade.

...And Houston is asking about
Aristarchus because even as Apol-
lo 10 approaches, the crater is
acting up with incandescent pul-
ses.

The spaceship travels almost
straight along the equator, the
simplest and most fuel-saving
course available around Luna.
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_Aristarchus dents the Moon some

475 miles north of 10’s orbital
track, right at the horizon in the
spacemen’s view.

It is lunar night there as
Cernan, Tom Stafford and John
Young strain for a look through
Apollo’s slightly-misted, head-
sized windows. No luck, com-
mander Stafford reports, no ‘‘ac-
tivity’’

Houston and the astronauts let
it go. Their flight is weighed down
with difficult engineering tests of
the Command/ Service Module
and the lunar lander. Literally
every active hour of flight swarms
with spaceship operations. There
is little time for random observa-
tions while in orbit. Kennedy’s
1969- Mdon landing deadline must
be mastered; the quicker, the
better. So Apollo 10 must proceed
with the final rehearsal.

T heir brief search for peculiar
glows ends. Apollo arcs behind
the Moon to start its second orbit.
Houston files the incident.

The LION net, however, carries
on its watch. Unexplained lights,
carefully monitored from Earth,
continue to haunt the Aristarchus
region.

Which is not too surprising.
Since 1587 (usually picked as the
date lunar phenomena were first
written into mankind’s historical
record), about one-third of all
known incidents have happened in
or near Aristarchus Crater.

A vein of likeness joins a bulk of
the reports. The apparitions are
often depicted as a luminous red
coloration— ‘‘reddish glows’’;
‘‘reddish-orange’’; ‘‘light ruby
red’’, in the words of eyewitness
accounts. Emphasis also hits on
their brightness— ‘‘sparkling’’,




‘‘quite brilliant’’ specters some-
times very closely resembling
‘“‘clouds’’, or a ‘‘vapor column
rising’’; ‘‘luminous cable’’; ‘‘e-
rupting volcanoes’’; or more mys-
teriously, ‘‘flickering lights’’...
‘‘strange glows’’...‘‘possible ve-
getation’’

The stories flow from trained
observers using sophisticated
equipment, in addition to dedicat-
ed amateurs. Eminent astronomer
William Pickering, working at
Harvard University’s telescope at
Arequipa in Peru, watched the
‘‘vapor column’’. smoking out of
the Cobra-Head region by Aristar-
chus in 1893. Scores of sightings
later, British astronomer Harold
Wilkins was viewing the enigma-
tic crater one night in the early
1950s. ‘‘Suddenly Aristarchus be-
gan to glow or lighten up until not
only the central hill but also the

details on the inner slopes were
clearly revealed,”’ he recalled.
‘“There was no misty appearance.
Everything was sharp and dis-
tinct.’’

Exactly what these events re-.

present is still uncertain. That
empty verdict was decided at a
symposium of lunar geologists
convened in Huntington Beach,
California, three months before
the Apollo 10 flight. The meeting,
conducted by the American Astro-
nautical Society and McDonnell
Douglas Advanced Research La-
boratories, had included a survey
of some 600 visual reports of
unfathomed activity on the Moon.
The selenologists did, though,
find pointed trends in the reports.

The weird glows took place
primarily at two specific times:
when the Moon was closest to
Earth, and when it was farthest

away. The lights also seemed to
manifest themselves often within
the first 24 hours of the two-week-
long lunar ‘‘day’’.

It was Lockheed scientist Dr.
Barbara Middlehurst who drew
attention to this latter indicator at
the conference. She later worked
in a science support room at
Mission Control in Houston dur-
ing the Apollo 10 trip. There she
helped process incoming lunar
phenomenon reports from the
LION global network.

News of unaccountable events
of this nature might have made
tasty headlines in other times, but
mid-1969 belongs to Apollo. And
next up: Apollo 11, the Big Shot—
man’s first crack at landing on the
Moon...

Houston droops under a blanket
of heat and humidity, a little past
1:30 in the afternoon on July 19

continued on next page
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STRANGE GLOW ON MOON/continued

240,000 miles out in the pitch-
black void, Apollo 11 glides across
the Moon’s front face near the end
of its first orbit. Astronants Neil
Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin and Mike
Collins, after running an involved
systems check of their spacecraft,
settle down for a reconnoiter of
the virgin desolation below.

They traverse the lunar sky, 77
hours-plus into the flight Aldrin’s
words rattle over the speakers at
Houston.

‘“...until 79:10 then we'll breeze
around here in orbit.’’

‘‘Roger,’’ replies capcom ‘astro-
naut rookie Bruce McCandless.
‘‘And we’'ve got an observation
you can make if you have some
time up there. There have been
some lunar transients reported in
the vicinity of Aristarchus.’’

There certainly have been. The
Smitheonian’s Center for Short-
Lived Phenomena has been sieged
with visual data from its watch
team. At least four countries radio
in sightings, all octurring ‘‘in
recent hours.”” A U.S. observer
squad has witnessed four events
in the 29-mile cavity. A Canada
station monitored ‘‘a blue flash’’
in the vicinity of Anstarchus.
Inside the crater, ‘‘a series of
bright pulsations’’ flashed bright
enough to be seen from north
Ireland. Brazil watchers report
eerie animations at Aristarchus...

Buzz Aldrin’s answer crackles
across space. ‘‘Roger. We just
went into darkness. Until then—
why, we couldn’t see a thing down

below us, but with the earthshine
the visibility is— oh, pretty fdir. I
can see the corona from where the
sun has just set, and we’ll get out

the map and see what we can find
out around Arnistarchus.”’

McCandless, back in Houston:
‘‘Okay, Aristarchus is angle Echo
9 on your ATO chart. It's 394
miles north of track. However, at
your present altitude, which is
about 167 nautical miles (192
conventional miles) ‘‘it ought to
be over— that is, within view on
your horizon, 23 degrees north, 47
west; and take a look and see if
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Something is
happening on the
moon, that much is
clear. Orbiting
spacemen have
already verified
this fact from close
range. Some
students of lunar
anomalies speculate
that the dark side of
the moon houses
a headquarters, or
rondezvous for
extraterrestrials.

you see anything worth noting up
there. Over.”’

‘‘Houston,’’ says spaceship
leader Neil Armstrong, ‘‘11. It
might help us a little bit if you
could give us a time of crossing 45
west...and then we’ll know when
to “start searching for Arsitar-
chus.”’

Bruce McCandless: ‘‘Roger,
you’ll be crossing 45 west at
77:04:10 or about 40 seconds from
now. Over. Thirty seconds from
now.”’

Lunar Module Pilot Aldrin
slides into a tangent conversation
with Houston about stars setting
on the lunar horizon. Celestial
mechanics is an abiding interest
with the man; he has been
involved in the tricks of navigation
through space by the stars.

Observers at the Space Re-
search Institute at Bochum, West
Germany suddenly spot a flare-up
at Aristarchus; some sort of glow.
It intensifies to a brilliance two
and half times more radiant than
any feature nearby and can be
seen from Earth for six seconds.

Up in lunar orbit, Neil Arm-
strong breaks into Aldrin’s talk
with ground controllers.

‘‘Hey Houston. I’'m looking up
toward Aristarchus now, and I
can’t really tell at that distance
whether I am really looking at
Aristarchus, but there’s an area
there that is considerably more
illuminated than the surrounding
area. It just has— seems to have a
slight amount of fluorescence to
it.”’

McCandless: ‘‘Roger, 11. We
copy.”’

Buzz Aldrin: ‘‘Looking out the
same area now...well, at least
there is one wall of the crater that
seems to be more illuminated than
the others...I am not sure that I
am really identifying any phos-
phorescence, but that definitely is
lighter than anything else in the
neighborhood.’’

‘“‘Can you discern any differ-
ence in color of the illumination,
and is that an inner or outer wall
from the crater?’’ Bruce McCan-
dless asks. ‘‘Over.”’




Aldrin: ‘‘I judge an inner wall in
the crater.”

Command Module Pilot Mike
Collins adds, ‘‘No, there doesn’t
appear to be any color involved in
it, Bruce.”’

"The clock interferes here. Apol-
lo 11 will drop out of contact with
Houston in 20 minutes when it
loops behind the Moon. The
subject changes, as it must on
these early, tentative voyages
from the home planet, to matters
of course plotting, systems diag-
noses, and voice/telemetry time
hacks. The rest of this first
revolution around Luna— the rest
of the mission, in fact— must
ultimately focus on pulling off The
Event: landing on the Moon and
coming back to tell about it.
Aristarchus passes out of sight...

Something is happening on the
Moon, that much is clear. Orbit-
ing spacemen have verified this
fact from close range. Yet since
nobody really understands the
origins involved, schooled observ-
ers and scientists hassle over
what goes on out there.

One belief structure pegs the
glows as breakouts of volcanism;
now and then, some ancient scar
on the Moon shudders and spits
out volcanic gases, heat, possibly
lava. This action has not only been
seen by human eyes, volcanists
declare, but also by the unyielding
stare of instruments.

Probably most famous of the
volcanist influence is Dr. Nikolai
A. Kozyrev, who obtained a
spectrogram of carbonic clouds
gushing out of crater Alphonsus
on November 3, 1958. Several
hundred thousand cubic meters of
gas oozed into the lunar sky for
hours that night, accompanied by
what the Russian academician
contends was volcanic ash. Kozy-
rev also has observed hydrogen
seeping free of Aristarchus.

J.A. Greenacre and E. Barr,
Lowell Observatory monitors of
the bright and reddish pulses at
Aristarchus on October 30, 1963,
believed they were watching signs
of igneous dynamics. Dr. William
K. Hartmann and Daniel H.

Harris of the University of Arizona
concur on this, a ‘‘probable’’
eruption which spewed ‘‘fire foun-
tains’’. Their deep examination of
1966-68 unmanned Lunar Orbiter
photos, too, revealed evidence of
‘‘well defined’’ lava flows blotch-
ing the Moon.

The volcanist corps sees more
documentation piled up in in-
frared telescopic scans of Luna.
The Air Force Cambridge Re-
search Laboratories and Boeing’s
Scientific Research Laboratories
viewed as many as 563 ‘‘Hot
spots’’ occurring up there via
infrared hunts during lunar eclips-
es on December 19, 1964 and
April 13, 1968. In advance of this
work, the Boeing centers had
detected identical warm areas in
March and September of 1960,
effecting scans from the Dominion
Observatory 'in Canada. These
earlier long-range examinations
showed that craters Aristarchus,
Tycho and Copernicus took longer
to cool down during the eclipses
than did surrounding regions. J.
Negus DeWys of the Jet Propul-
sion Laboratory in California cor-
related the transient events with
the infrared hot spot results,
stating both originated from vol-
canic outgassing.

When the lunar transient sym-
posium met in Huntington Beach
before Apollo 10, USAF Cam-
bridge Research Lab member
R.K.Vincent laid out the volcan-
ists’ convictions. Additionally, a
paper submitted by noted lunar
scientist Dr. Harold Mazursky
reported that ‘‘the primary me-
chanisms of lunar topography’’
were — by the evidence — volcanic
and meteor impact machinations.

Only weeks after this meet,
something had happened on the
Moon. ‘‘An unusual red spot of
approximately 102 kilometers’’
obliterated the west side of Aris-
tarchus on April 1, 1969. Witness
to the event: Dr. Nikolai Kozyrev,
stationed at-the Pulkovo Observa-
tory in the U.S.S.R. He studied
spectrograms of the incident, then
stated ‘‘the emission of gases—
molecular nitrogen and cyano-

gen’’ issued from a volcanic
event.

While the volcanist case is
convincing, not all are swayed.

Some students of lunar ano-
malies have fashioned a theory
entailing high-energy particle
bombardment from space. At
Huntington Beach, Dr.Jack Green
of the McDonnell Douglas Com-
pany reasoned that the mysterious
glows and gases are actually the
Moon’s surface branded lumines-
cent by cosmic radiation. This
updates a hypothesis formed by
British astronomer Wilkins. ‘‘The
fluorescent effects,”” Wilkins
wrote in his 1954 book, Our Moon,
‘“‘may be due to electronic bom-
bardment.’’ French scientist J.
Dubious mapped locations of the
Moon’s luminous activity in 1959.

But why do the strange glows
commonly appear near the month-
ly lunar ‘‘daybreak’’? The volcan-
ism and energy bombardment
sides both suggest answers.

According to the bombardists,
radiation from the universe satur-
ates the Moon’s skin. When the
new lunar day dawns, this built-
up energy lets loose as visible
glows.

The volcanists draw the Earth-
Moon tide system into the picture.
They emphasize that the powerful
gravitational rope between our
globe and its natural satellite pulls
on the lunar face when the Moon
is nearest to us, then lets yp when
it is most distant in orbit, all
within each regular month. This
periodic heaving triggers volca-
noes.

Tidal effects underpin another
somewhat coincident idea train:
seismic activity, or Moonquakes.
Lunar seismologists tend to be-
lieve quakes on the Moon repre-
sent fading remains of a fiery
volcanic era there which began
wasting away eons ago. They
explain that the tidal g-forces may
rumble Luna. At the near point,
the intense g-pull disrupts the
lunar surface, squeezing gas from
stress points. The Moon later
‘‘settles’” at maximum range,
pinching out a random fog. These

continued on page 55
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Essentially, the contactee experience is
identical to religious apparition phenomena,
and probably is caused by the same factors.

RELIGIOUS
ENCOUNTERS

OF THE THIRD KIND

Recently one day in April 1980,
I spied an interesting looking
paperback on the book rack of a
local department store. It was
entitled Close Encounters With
God, written by one Daniel Cohen
and deals with the various testi-
monies of men and women who
describe ‘‘religious experiences’’
they have had.

The title of the book intrigued
me. For thirteen years I have been
deeply absorbed in the study of
UFOs and the title Close. Entoun-
ters With God has a familiar ring
to it that brings to mind Close
Encounters of the Third Kind,
which is the ultimate UFO experi-
ence where human observers may
see alien beings, and may even
experience ‘‘contact.’’

Dr. J. Allen Hynek, director of
the Center for UFO Studies and
formerly the astronomical consult-
ant to the U.S. Air Force’s Project
Blue Book, first presented this
classification for a Close Encoun-
ter of the Third Kind in his book
The UFO Experience, published
in 1972. In fact, I had the privilege
of meeting with Dr. Hynek in his
home in Evanston, Illinois, to
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discuss with him his book and
studies shortly after his book was
released. Of course today, after
the movie Close Encounters of the
Third Kind, for which Dr. Hynek
acted as a consultant, the term is a
household expression.

Back in 1971, when I began to
concentrate my own investigative
efforts on close encounter inci-
dents, I was advised by the
acclaimed UFO writer and investi-
gator John Keel to brush up on
literature dealing with, of all
things, religious experiences.
‘‘Essentially, the contactee expe-
rience is identical to religious
apparition phenomenon and prob-
ably is caused by the same

factors,”” Keel explained in a‘

letter. ‘It might be best to
familiarize yourself with the medi-
cal and psychiatric studies of the
religious cases before you tackle
the UFO variation.”’

I must confess that Mr. Keel’s
appraisal of the situation proved
to be right on target. My own
interviews of UFO witnesses from
Maine to Florida confirmed it for
me. So when I grabbed this book
up, Close Encounters With God,

and returned home to pour over
its pages, I found many parallels
between the ‘‘religious experi-
ences’’ described in the book and
the UFO cases in my own files.

On September 5th 1975, I sat
with my portable tape recorder at
my side interviewing Wayne Staf-
ford, then 25, at his home in
Akron, Ohio. Wayne described for
me how he believes that when he
was a boy of about six years of age
that he had a UFO encounter. It
happened in Brownstown, Indi-
ana, when one night he felt an
unusual urge to go to the door of
his home and look out. When he
did, he was surprised to see a
large barn sized sphere composed
of white light hovering perhaps
300 feet away at a 45 degree angle
in the sky.

Years later when he was about
fourteen, he was living with an
uncle in Medora, about eight
miles west of Brownstown, when
again one night Wayne suddenly
felt strangely compelled to head
for the door. This time he stepped
outside and moving in the sky
detected a small dot of light.
Gradually it grew larger and




Dr. J. Allen Hynek, director of the
Center for UFO Studies, was also
astronomical consultant to the
U.S. Air Force’s Project
Bluebook. He also wrote the

book ‘‘The UFO Experience.’’
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